
Our Planning Committee recommended to 
the full Board a five-year plan for the future 
of Special K Ranch. Under the leadership 
of Board President Joe Stribley and Vice-
President Brenda McNaney, we’re happy to 
report exciting news that approval for this 
five year-plan has been granted! This progress 
comes after a full year of prayer while receiving 
valuable input from various stakeholders 
including parents, donors, staff and Board 
members.
This plan aligns our future fundraising 
goals, under the leadership of Development 
Director Steve Aadland, with current priorities 
identified for our 200 acres. It continues our 
Founder Larry Goehner’s hopes of supporting 
family oriented Christian homes on a working 
ranch for adults who have developmental 
disabilities. The plan also compliments the 
enduring work of former Executive Director 
Mike Oberg and will complete my tenure as 
Executive Director at Special K Ranch, ending 
in 2030.
Year ONE is called “Strengthening Our 
Homes” and has already begun with a 
transformational gift from the Harnish 
Foundation for $250,000. Every resident and 
house parent will benefit as we drastically 
improve the living conditions in each home. 
Replacement windows will be installed by 
Joey Godwin at Lynnrich in Billings. Water 
softeners are being fitted by Jason Eastwood, 
the Water Guy. Cabinet work will be done by 
Brett Barker at Oak Creations while Barry 
Barker will do countertops through Stillwater 
Top Shop. In addition, needed appliances will 
be replaced, decks repaired, lighting updated, 

plumbing mended, roofs fixed, siding added 
and paint applied.
Years TWO and THREE will be called 
“Greenhouse Revival” as we modernize our 21
greenhouses for our tomato world and flower 
bedding plants. Bids are being sought for the 
completion of this work, currently estimated 
at over $500,000. Plastic, metal, plumbing 
and electrical infrastructure will be newly 
installed to upgrade our operations, enjoyed 
by many of you throughout the region. The 
results of which are sold at Ace Hardware and 
Albertson’s stores, among others.
Year FOUR and FIVE will be called the “Hohn 
House”. Named in honor of our neighbor 
and longtime friends, the Hohn family, this 
will be a double sized relief home which will 
morph our ability to give respite time off to our 
hard-working house parents. Most folks don’t 
realize house parents work 11 days in a row 
before getting 3 days off. Special K hires relief 
staff who care for the residents, but we need 
additional quality space to provide for this 
necessity.
We hope to double the endowment in the next 
5 years.
So, there you have it, the five-year plan for 
Special K Ranch. I’m happy to broadcast 
that as of this writing, we received another 
transformational gift of $250,000, which will 
help us achieve the initial plans we feel God 
has laid before us. Praise the Lord!

Dr. Jay Forseth 
Executive Director
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Mission  
Statement: 
Providing family-oriented 
Christian homes, on a 
working ranch for adults 
who have developmental 
disabilities.
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Please visit our website at 
www.specialkranch.org 
and find us on Facebook for 
news, activities and pictures. 

(406) 322-5520

Dr. Jay Forseth
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Honorariums and Memorials FEBRUARY 1, 2026, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2026

The people honored and memorialized on these pages are part of the ongoing ministry of Special K Ranch.

A special thank you to those listed for making these gifts.

IN HONOR OF:
BEN LINDENBAUM 
    Robert Mackin

DALLAS EIDE 
    Mark Mattheis

EMILY DOZIER SMITH 
    Frances Dozier 

JANINE PICKENS 
    Scott & Patricia Moore

JEREMY LITTON 
    Luke Combs

DEB HADLOCK 
    Emily Burns

JENNINE BUDGE 
    Marjorie & Bud Funk	

SKR OFFICE STAFF 
    Robert & Sherrie Willems

IN MEMORY OF:
ALEX KLEE 
    Jack & Vivian Klee 
    Richard Klee    

ALICE & FLOYD GETSINGER 
    Emily Burns

BETTY & GLENN EASTLICK 
    William & Linda Strauch	

BETTY AMAN 
     Cathie Kautz   

BRET BEAVANS 
   Neil McCammon 
    Sue & Scott McBurney 
    Jim & Paula Mandeville 
    Mylo & Kay Sather 
    Linda Hubble 
    Cliff & Jewell Benjamin 
    Dave & Sara Ruff 
    Melanie McCammon 
    Shannon & Darcy McAllister 
    Mac & Emily McDermott 
    Judy Richman 
    Billiette Coolidge 
	 Peter & Carol Brejcha

CARLA OBERG 
     Mike Oberg   

CAROL SANDS 
    Mary Ann, Brian, Steve, Lisa, 		

	 Bev & Ralph Amen 
    Susan Sands 
    Gordon & Toni McKittrick 
	 Carol Eisenman 
    Bill & Mona Walters 
    W. Mark & Sidne Walton 
    Willard & Peggy Arnold 
    Mary Kasner 
    Ruth & Norman Orr 
    Norma Kappel 
    Marvin & Kay Kappel 
    Donald & Darlene Hackmann 
    Brenda & David Hatten 
    Stan & Judy Eisenman 
    Robert & Roberta Fox 
    Robert & Vera Ulschak

CLARENCE EASTLICK 
    Cathie Kautz     

CLYDE & HELEN OBERG 
     Mike Oberg   

DANA HERMAN 
    Kelly & Mary Smarsh 
    Bill & Mona Walters

DANETTE SCHNEIDT HILL 
    Ilsa Dawson

DAVID BORGES 
    Bill & Kathleen Dorsett	

DICK HENRY 
    Harry & Jeanne Harsha

DORY KEENE 
     Ed & Roxie Kraft 
    Dennis & Laurie Lonsbery  

DOUGLAS SHARBONO 
     Stan & Judy Eisenman

ELLA LORASH 
    Dan & Vicki Kenyon    

ERV & JUDY METZGER 
    Carl & Bonnie Wallila     	

FRED FEUERBACHER III 
    David & Betty Neibauer	

GAIL NAGLE 
     Donna & Keith Nelson    

GARY PEDERSON 
    Jack & Claudia Bayne    

GLORIA KERN 
     Larry & Kathryn Minch    

HANK GREMMER 
     Jennine Budge   

HEIDI ANDERSON 
     Dale Anderson

ILA RONNING 
     Ardel Ronning    

ILINE REHLING 
    Cathie Kautz 
    Cindy Lou Meccage 
    Dennis & Laurie Lonsbery   

IRENE LOUDON 
    Roger & Connie Eissinger    

JACK SCHAFF 
    Dan & Vicki Kenyon

JAMES CLARK GREEN 
    Brad & Lori Kraft	

JANA KILE 
    LaRee Brosseau     	

JEANNETTE OSTRUM 
    Patricia Barnett

JOHN & DOROTHY 			 
	 STRAUCH 
    William & Linda Strauch	

JOHN COSTELLO 
     Mary Kasner   	

JOHN NOSE 
    Jan Lehman    	

JON KOBER 
    Brenda & David Hatten  

JUDY HADLOCK 
    Emily Burns  	

JUDY KAISER UNGEFUCHT 
    Mary Kasner      

JULIE GOGGINS-MILLER 
    Larry & Kathryn Minch     

KATHRYN JENSEN 
    Faye Horpestad    

KIM ERICKSON 
    Ervin & Peggy Wood 
    Kathy Shay 
    Bonnie Owen 
    James & Valorie Kraft 
    Todd & Carole Marsh 
    Brent & Karla Shay   

   



LARRY KRAUSE 
    Lawrence & Carol Barber    

LAUREN DAMSCHEN 
    Evelyn Damschen  

LESLIE ZEIGLER 
    Ennis & Susan Geraghty   

LILLIAN LENNICK 
    Barbara Walter

LUCRETIA AMEN  
    Bev & Ralph Amen 
    Steve, Lisa, Brian &  
		  Mary Ann Amen 
    Richard Woodley 
    Bonnie Owen 
    Dave & Becky Robertus 
    Norma Kappel 
    Kenny & Peggy Hanstrom 
    Scott Steinmetz 
    Gloria Zeiler 
    Brenda & David Hatten 
    Stan & Judy Eisenman

LYNETTE RUDIO 
     Barbara Wennemar   

MIKE PLYMALE 
     Patricia Shearer    	

MIKE SHERIDAN 
    Sue & Scott McBurney 
    Susan McKee 
    Calvin & Dena  
		  Christiansen 
    Richard & Jacque Pexton 
    Bert & Diana Emery 
    Bob & Carol Fenner 
    Rhonda Dilts 
    Judy Mac       

NANCY LASATER 
     Virginia & Anthony 		
		  Typanski

NOLA JEAN  
		  MCCULLOUGH 
    Lehman Family   	

NORMAN SHAY 
    Brent & Karla Shay 
    Ervin & Peggy Wood 
    Kathy Shay 
    Dan & Vicki Kenyon    

PAT CURRY 
    Larry & Kathryn Minch    

PEGGY ANN HEDGES 
    Jeannette Cain 
    Delores Simons 
    Carol Sands 
    Bonnie Owens 
    Doug & Carol Rice 
    Bev & Ralph Amen 
    Richard & Lorna Kappel 
    Gary Hedges 
    Brenda & David Hatten    

PENNY MCRAE 
    Ervin & Peggy Wood

RALPH MITCHELL 
    Gary & Kay Wagner 
    Doug & Doris Keene 
    Robert & Claudia Fife 
    Terry & Delores Fox 
    Peggy Kappel 

RAYMOND ALESANDRINI 
    Lori & Rob Jay     	

RICHARD LOHOF 
    Beverly Harper 
    Jim & Ruth Hatten

ROBERT LEE DUNKER 
    James & Valorie Kraft

ROGER THOMASMA 
    Theresa Leone 

RUDOLPH “RUDY” 		
		  MEINHARDT 
    Carol Eisenman 
    Terry & Rena Laughery 
    Cindy Lou Meccage	

SCOTT JEFFERS 
    Judy Jeffers    

SHERRI KANGAS 
   Donn & Joyce Lorash

STEVE MICHAEL 
    Larry & Kathryn Minch

STEVE WEGNER 
    Dan & Vicki Kenyon   

STEVEN WALTON 
    Mary Kasner    

SYLVIA KRAFT 
    Monte Malnaa 
    Kathy Shay 
    Ervin & Peggy Wood 
    Western Ranch Supply 
    Brian Neibauer 
    Ella Neibauer 
    James & Valorie Kraft 
    Ed & Roxie Kraft 
    Kay Kraft 
    Greg & Lyndsay Neibauer 
    Brent & Karla Shay 
    Jon & Nancy Rutt 
    Danny & Corie Mydland 
    Lorna & Michael Krueger 
    John & Paula Jackson 
    Emil Bahm Jr. 
    Tim & Kris Todd

TERRI MILLER 
    Donna & Keith Nelson    

VICTOR FRANK 
    Mike Oberg   	  

WILBUR PADGETT 
    Gary & Rita Campbell

WILLIAM FORSBERG 
    Bill & Kathleen Dorsett

EUGENE & ILINE  
		  REHLING 
    Jerry Vanderloos A will is the simplest form of a planned gift and it 

affords everyone the opportunity to help others and 
have a living legacy.

Consider naming Special K Ranch in your will for 
a percentage, a specific amount, or as the sole 

benefactor.  
The blessings you have received will continue to bless 

and help others.

When updating your will, check with your attorney for 
the proper legal forms and wording.

Leaving Your Legacy: 
A Way to Help Others

If you have made a 
tribute gift and have 
not been listed, please 

contact us.

March
Kiele  

enjoy your 
success, you 
deserve it.

April
Yura

you are the 
definition of 

success.

May
Congrats

Angela  
on your win.  
We are lucky 
to have you.

June
BJ 

you are 
unstoppable.

July
Ben L.  

no one 
worked harder 
than you to 
make this 
happen.

Rancher
of the

Month



Ways to Help and Save on Taxes
MONTANA INCOME TAX CREDIT FOR 
ENDOWED PHILANTHROPY
Important Update! The Montana Legislature has increased 
the maximum credit to $15,000 ($30,000 for couples filing 
jointly) for Montana taxpayers. Planned gifts, such as charitable 
gift annuities, qualify for this credit, which is worth 40% of the 
charitable gift amount. For businesses making an outright gift 
to a qualifying endowment, the maximum credit has increased 
to $15,000. This popular and tax-wise way to give to the SKR 
Foundation Endowment supports our residents permanently.

HAVE AN IRA? 
Individuals who are 70½ or older can transfer up to $111,000 
from an IRA, directly to a qualifying charity, without 
recognizing the assets transferred as income. This tax-wise 
way of giving counts toward meeting the required minimum 
distribution (RMD) from IRAs. Distributions must be made 
from the IRA custodian directly to the ranch.

SKR FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT
The endowment is the best long-term way to support our 
residents. This pool of invested funds distributes five percent of 
its fair market value, annually, to the ranch for general operating 
and other expenses.

APPRECIATED STOCK
Giving appreciated securities yields powerful tax benefits. 
Generally, the full fair market value can be deducted, and capital 
gains taxes can be avoided. 

BEQUEST
Including the ranch in your will is a great way to help our 
residents and leave a legacy. Consider naming Special K Ranch 
for a percentage, a specific amount, or as the sole benefactor of 
your estate. Bequests can vastly improve estate tax situations. 

GIFTS IN MEMORY OR HONOR OF
Pay tribute to a loved one by supporting the ranch in this special 
way. A listing of the tribute gift is included in our newsletters.

HOW WILL MY GIFT BE USED? 
Gifts can be designated for the Operating Fund, SKR 
Foundation Endowment, or special projects. If you have 
questions or would like to support a specific project, please 
contact Development Director Steven Aadland 
at (406) 550-2224 or steve@specialkranch.org.

RANDY IS OUR  
EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR 

The ranch is so lucky to have someone as 
loved and talented as Randy.  In June, he 
also became our new Program Director.


