Vol. 36 No. 1 “Shepherding the Hesitant” March 2024
. : -
+ b

Mission Statement:
Providing family-oriented Christian homes, on a working ranch for adults who have developmental disabilities.

Look What God Did e

Ihe heait of man plans his way, bacthe LORG) establishes his 56ps. Proverbs 16:9

I was recently going through some historical notes on the history of Special K Ranch. After a few
minutes of reading, I was in awe at the many blessings from God and the sovereignty in which he
directed those blessings. They are too numerous to tell you about all that He has directed, but it is
apparent that Special K Ranch is in the palm of God’s hands.

One theme that I noticed as I absorbed the information, is that God used so many people at just the e -

right time to achieve those many blessings. Staff, volunteers, and just as important, donors, that came ——

together at just the right time to achieve His Will. I love to watch God at work as He touches the heart MIJQR/ Ob(’/l"g

of so many people for his ministry at Special K Ranch. Thank you ALL for being obedient to the ey
whispers from God to your heart.

Snd we know thatine allthings God woiks forthe good of those who love
him, who have heen called accoiding 1o his pu'ipose. Romans 8:28

Yes, we have been punched in the gut a few
times along this journey. It’s what happens
L 4 when you are trying to be independent and
- Lo RIS A8 o things better than those in authority have
First four residents January 1987 ‘ been able to do. I guess we just don’t fit into
their proverbial box. Have you ever noticed
how many times Jesus used sheep in his teachings? I guess, if we weren’t doing
something good here, Satan wouldn’t be interested in us! Ok, time to climb off
my soapbox before I get us in trouble. “Again!”

Remain in me, as S also temain in you.
Mo hranch can beat fuilt hy itself; it must
temain it the vine. Meithe ean you heat
fwdl unless you temain in me. John 15:4

I have put together a few cornerstone pictures of the
Ranch for your enjoyment!

Mike

Built five resident homes by 1990 ‘ Special K Ranch 2023

Please visit our website at www.specialkranch.org and find us on Facebook for news, activities and pictures. (406) 322-5520




This year has already brought
some exciting developments we’d
like to share with you. We’re of
course looking forward to all

the lovely things that happen

as springtime approaches — the
greenhouse season progressing,
calves and lambs playing in soon-
to-be green pastures, and tomato
plants growing so quickly they look
taller daily — but there are also some vital new projects on
the horizon.

We’re thrilled to announce we will begin construction of
the SKR Recreation Center this spring. How cool 1s that?!
Thanks to an abundance of support from so many who
are dear to this ranch, funding for the project has been
secured, and sights are set on completing the building
during fall of 2024. The Center will have a multi-purpose
gymnasium, exercise facility, office space, and a multitude
of storage for our vocational programs. It will fulfill so
many recreational and vocational needs. The best part

1s that our residents can use this FUN building year-

Philippians 4:19: Snd my God will supply evewy need of you's accoiding
10 his tiches in glowy in Chust" HJesus.

round, whereas our current, undersized, makeshift gym is
available for only a few months per year.

Another huge improvement coming in 2024 will be a new
propane distribution system, which will save the ranch
$20,000 - $30,000 per year. The system will replace the
endless rows of propane tanks along the greenhouse
complex. It will have underground lines fed by an
18,000-gallon bulk propane tank, and it will also supply
fuel to the Recreation Center and surrounding vocational
buildings. We will experience these savings because we will
gain the ability to purchase propane at bulk pricing rates.

During the planning stages, these projects seemed like they
might be out of reach financially; however, our family of
supporters blessed the ranch immeasurably to ensure their
completion. Thank you for all you do for the ministry of
Special K Ranch!

Feeling Blessed,
Steve Aadland

Development Director




Overseeing our vocational programs is, most of the time, interesting and challenging. If you have been involved in any of
them, you most likely see the staff who are busy keeping things going in the proper direction. You will also see our residents
busy putting things together, planting, filling pots with dirt, watering, helping weed and harvest the produce from our
garden, melon patch and tomato world. You may even witness our crew feeding or moving livestock around to different
pastures, fixing fences and generally keeping tabs on the sheep as they like to check out the grass on the other side of the
fence. What you won’t see are the months of planning and prepping that precede the different vocational programs.

Greenhouse/Bedding Plants

In July, we purchase soil, plastics, and if needed, fertilizer for the upcoming bedding plant/greenhouse season, and we
inventory anything left over from the previous season. All produce seeds and all the plants we use for bedding plant season
need to be purchased in the fall as they may sell out and leave us with other varieties that are untested and unknown for
our programs. By October, our Greenhouse Manager has visited our customers that we serve, has started helping them put
together another season’s orders, and has worked with them on how we can be of better service for their retail business.
Also 1in October, we take advantage of a local air compressor to blow out the water lines in the greenhouses and all of the
sprinkler systems. By Christmas, the facilities have been cleaned, sterilized, and stocked with new bags of soil.

Livestock

July/August is haying and irrigating time for the ranching program, but any farming or purchasing of haying supply needs
are taken care of in March or April. Fertilizer is ordered in January and spread in March/April. In May/June, we start
cleaning the ditches and also soil preparation for the garden and melon patches. By January, they have been feeding hay for
about two months.

Produce and Native Seeds & Seedlings

When September rolls around, we are starting to decline in tomato and melon crop picks, but looking back, we planted the
tomato plants during the first week of February so that we can get a tomato crop by Memorial Day weekend. Melons were
planted back in April to hopefully start picking cantaloupe by the third week in July. Fall is also harvest season for many of
our native plant species that we grow in our Native Seed and Seedling Program. Some are grown in our own grow-out area.
Other varieties require us to travel to gather seed from wild native stock.

Everyone enjoys a field trip, right? Good programs are often preceded by good pre-planning and
putting in the work that is needed to be ready to have a good season.

Proverbs 30:24-25 says; “Four things on earth are small, yet they are extremely wise: 25 Ants are
creatures of little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer;”

Sometimes it’s best to pay attention to the little things that help us be prepared for what is yet to come.
Ants teach us that.

Marvin Schieldt
Program Director

Ranchers
of the

Month

These ranchers displayed

exceptional behaviors and
work ethics recognized by
peers and staff and deserve

special recognition. NOVEMBER - Almv ~ JANUARY - Benn  FEBRUARY - Dawid




0~ 1 can honestly say spring is right around the corner and I have no idea where January and February went.
I was completely taken oftf guard when I was told our spring newsletter needed to be done!! My house moms helped me
out by answering these 4 questions:

1. What brought you to Special K?

2. What one thing have you learned about the residents you didn’t know about before?
3. What is the best part of your “job”?

4. Use one or two words to describe your house.

H«wm House~Angie MeCermick Howse~Tiffany
My drive to do GOD’S work and the . God'’s calling to work with special
love | have in helping others needs; we moved across the country.
. Quality care involves patience and . Their love to work, their pride to show
grace and sell their products.
. Seeing the positive impact my work . Working in a Christian atmosphere and
has on the lives of the residents seeing the residents’ love for Christ,
. Loving and caring getting bombarded with hugs and
high-fives every time the residents see
0317"‘"“’ HWNB“JQ'H me, and seeing that connection being
1. The Residents made when the specific skill they have

GMWW‘ HW”D«W}W been working on is mastered.

. They’re terrific Humans
/ . Kind & consistent

2
3. The Residents The reason | came to Special K
4. Progressive, and thoughtful ls_easy...l desperately needed
a job. | realized during my first
weekend that | was exactly
) where | needed to be. Aga;'oe/ HW/S'P/"‘JI/{(’A’/
C"W'("VS’ HWMM"W(W . The one thing I’ve learned
1. God. Coming back here about the residents is that
wasn’t even something we they are all individuals, not

The first thing that caught our eye was
that it is a Christian organization. We
had wanted to get involved in a ministry

were considering, but the one is like the other. and this just called to us. My husband
opportunity came to us, . The best part of my job is has previously worked in mental health
and we felt called to come. that | can teach them as well and so the ranch sounded like a perfect

. How deeply they feel things as care for them. Also, | learn fit and dream come true.

. | love that no two days are L) S S . Their love for the Lord. Seeing

alike, and hugs from my - Love and acceptance...when them sing to Him and praise Him at
girls! we aren’t being a little crazy! devotions, not caring what they sound

e (e Guias

. Helpful and complimentary b 2+ A4 like or look like. Pure love and joy.

. Knowing we can help produce a loving
and stable home. Seeing the growth
and improvement with each of our

ng Heuse~ Cathy S
Was working in the field 33 years ago and in-laws moved into this . Agape (our house name), loving
area and introduced us to Larry Goehner and the ranch. We were
enticed by the small family atmosphere. (At that time there were
only 12 men.) We both went away saying we wanted to be a part
of this. We wanted to work somewhere where what we did would
be an influence and we wouldn’t just be another staff all doing Sfumwe“ HW“’JMW
the same thing. We loved the small family feel where you really
knew those you cared for and those you rubbed shoulders working
beside. Since then, we have returned several times because “it’s
still family”.

. | am always impressed with what the residents can do when they
are given an opportunity and motivation. Most of them really want
to work |f|ght along with the staff and feel as good as we do about and how happy they are to share their
accomplishments. knowledge

. There are many best things, but to sum it up the ranch is a family, . The little moments we get to see when
and the residents have a big love to give. It’s a great place where a resident is proud of themself; the
everyone can get on the same page and have the same goals in huge smile and twinkle in their eye is
mind to help each other. | love that we have raised our kids here priceless.
and we are just an extension of their family and they ours. 4.Endlessly entertaining

. Chasing squirrels ;9...probab|y not what you want. Social, caring,
united (most of the time)

1. My family was looking for more than
just a job. We found Special K, and
immediately loved the way it was
described as a community doing God’s
work.

. That they have so much to teach us,




Colossians 3:14 ways *o Help

“‘Slnd over allthese viitiies paton love,
which binds them all ogethet in peifectunity.”

Have an IRA?

Individuals who are 70" or older can transfer up

to $100,000 from an IR A, directly to a qualifying
charity, without recognizing the assets transferred as
income. This tax-wise way of giving counts toward
meeting the required minimum distribution (RMD)
from IR As. Distributions must be made from the
IR A custodian directly to the ranch.

Bregles: House~Tabifha

(permanent relief/food coordinator)

1. | had family working at the Ranch, while | lived
in Maine. | knew | needed a lifestyle change,
but | wasn't sure how or where to do that. The
Ranch is a special place for the residents to live,
learn, and grow... But it’s a special place that
has changed my life and helped me grow closer
to God.

2. How to just be happy and present in the
moment. It's so easy to get wrapped up in little
things in life, that you forget how to enjoy what
is happening here and now.

3. For me, being able to spend the weekends with
the residents. Watching them have fun and live
life with their friends, seeing the smiles and
hearing the laughs. | am truly blessed to be part
of their lives.

4. And the last question doesn't really apply to
me as my home is all of the above!

Appreciated stock
Giving appreciated securities yields powerful tax

benefits. Generally, the full fair market value can be
deducted, and capital gains taxes can be avoided.

Montana Endowment

Tax Credit

Important Update! The Montana Legislature
has increased the maximum credit to $15,000
($30,000 for couples filing jointly) for Montana
taxpayers. Planned gifts, such as charitable gift
annuities, qualify for this credit, which is worth
40% of the charitable gift amount. For businesses
making an outright gift to a qualifying endowment,
the maximum credit has increased to $15,000.
I appreciate our house moms taking the time to do this and This popular and tax-wise way to give to the SKR
help me out!! Made my assignment much easier. Foundation Endowment supports our residents
permanently.

So many easons, so much leaning,

and « whole o of love makesthis SKR Foundation Endowment
The endowment is the best long-term way to support
our residents. This pool of invested funds distributes
five percent of its fair market value, annually, to the

ranch for general operating and other expenses.

wondeiful place a home.

Be Blessed,

Kathy Lee
Residential Director How will my gift be used?
Gifts can be designated for the Operating Fund,
SKR Foundation Endowment, or special projects.

If you have questions or would like to support a
specific project, please contact Development Director
Steven Aadland at (406) 550-2224 or steve(@
specialkranch.org.

Wish List
Mo aetof kindness, no metoi
how small is ever wasted.
The ranch is in need of the following items:
Kitchen Appliances
Small kitchen appliances

Silverware sets
Vehicle
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NOVEMBER 1,2023 THROUGH JANUARY 31, 2024
The people honored and memorialized on these pages are part of the ongoing ministry of Special K Ranch.

(Hspecial thank yeuTa these listed for making iese gifis.
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IN HONOR OF:
KEITH & DEBBIE BAKESLEY

Donna Beutler

ANGELA BEADLE
Helen Eastwood

BRET BEAVANS
Wayne & Linda D. Hodges
Richard & Risa Kinney

DONNA BEUTLER
Hanz & Sylvia Haynie

LAURIE BOGRETT
John Benson
Lawrence & Shirley G

Benson
Joan Lee Graf

WAYNE & RENA BUCHER
Beverly Harper

JUDY CUFF
Danny & Mandy Bronson

DALLAS EIDE
Marshall & Gwen Haferkamp
Mark Mattheis
Doug McRae

LEE GAGNON
Bill & Brenda Harmon

CINDI GORDON
Richard Stevens

KAREN GRAF
Andy & Joy Holman

DEB HADLOCK
Emily Burns

THE HAMM FAMILY
John Mohr

SLYVIA & HANZ HAYNIE

Donna Beutler

TOM HINTHORNE &
PATRICIA HOLMAN

Sandra Anderson

ALEX KLEE
Jack & Vivian Klee

GEORGE & JILEE KRUSE
Janelle Achenbach
Guy Martin

STEPHANIE LALIM
Roger & Mia Gravgaard
Larry & Beverly Thompson

DOUG & JANE LARSON
Donna Beutler

JOHN LOCKIE
Marshall & Gwen Haferkamp

NAOMI MILLER
Myrna M Stone

STEPHANIE MORELLI
Malcolm & Mary Haraway

JERRY & MARJEAN
NARUM
Beverly Harper

PAUL & VICKI NUNBERG

Donna Beutler

JOHN M. POOL
Rachel R. Johnson

RANDALL RABAS
Beverly Harper

CONNIE & SHERALD
REMMICH

Donna Beutler

RAY & ANN REMMICH

Donna Beutler

BILL & MAYBELLE RITTAL

Donna Beutler

JIMMIE & MAE RITTAL

Donna Beutler

ROBERT & JYL STORY JR
Autumn Keller

KAREN TIBBS
Beverly Harper

GREG WENNEMAR
Sisters of Charity of

Leavenworth

DAN & DARLA ZIER

Donna Beutler

IN MEMORY OF:

APRYL ANDERSON
Terry & Nancy Hart

BILL & JUNE ANDERSON
Donna Keller

WAYNE ANDREWS
William & Linda Strauch

BILL ATKINS
Sandra Atkins

NICK & MARIA BADILLA

Jeremy & Julie Siemens

ANNA & PETER BAKKER
Jeremy & Julie Siemens

STEVEN BAKKER
Helen Bakker

WILLIAM BAKKER
Helen Bakker

JIM & PEGGE BAYS
John & Vanessa Bays

MICHAEL BENNETT
Leland & Valeria Fischer

LARRY BLAIN
Art & Bonnie Daniel
Dan & Vicki Kenyon

MIKE BOEHM
Dan & Vicki Kenyon

JOHN BOYLE
Barbara Boyle

ROCK CHARLTON
Larry & Marilyn O’Dell

CHARLES CHELBERG
Chuck & Joyce Stanley

HARRY CUFF
Judy Cuft

LAUREN DAMSCHEN
Evelyn Damschen

BRITTANY DIMICH
Jeannette Cain

MICHELE DOHNEY
Dean & Betty Fausnaugh

MARILYN DOUGLAS
Mary Underwood

GENE EDGAR
Renae Uffelman

ROY & MARGARET
EISSINGER
Roger & Connie Eissinger

ELROY ERICKSON
Judy Erickson

NOLAN ERICKSON
Judy Erickson

GLORIA ERPENBACH
Willeen Erpenbach

WAYNE EVANS
Brenda & David Hatten
Jim & Ruth Hatten
Dan & Vicki Kenyon

VICTOR FRANK
Mike Oberg
Craig & Liane Wright

DICK FRANKS
Barbara Britt

VICTORIA FRY
Mark & Cynthia Fry

DONNALEE FULWILER

Donna Beutler
MR. & MRS. BUD FUNK
Judy Smith
MARGARET FUNK
Marjorie & Bud Funk
MARGE GAAB
Ed Viig
ALICE GETSINGER
Emily Burns

FLOYD GETSINGER
Emily Burns

JOHNNY CRAIG GIBLER
William & Amy Brown

DELBERT GOEHNER
Gregory & Kiristin Creighton

STANLEY & ALBIE
GORDON
Mrs. Bette Wolff

LEROY GROSS
Layne & Myrna Rolandson
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NANCY GUENTHNER JOSHUA M. JABALERA KATHLEEN MOHR LEROY SIMONSON
Tim & Patty Lechner James & Eileen L. Barnum Ann Fox Jeff Mrachek
DORA GUSTAFSON JANE JONES E;endaKic D:IV‘d el DOROTHY SKINN
Beverly & Marvin Johnson Karen Doolen EBY PP Donna Beutler
Dorothe Fish Mark & Karla Lowman
GAYLE GUSTAFSON o Doug & Carol Rice BOB SOLIE
Earl & Katherine Sibl Melanie Johnson Dyce Marv Ri Soli
ar atherine Sibley e CHARLES “CHUCK” ary Rivers Solie
JUDY HADLOCK Bob & Kathy Kirch MORELLI DALE STAHLECKER
Emily Burns Y Duane Dittmer Winston Stahlecker
Mr.R.H
BILL HAGEN O%Efgféiicgmh v e i MARTIN STANLEY
Mary Kroll y FAYE MOSS Sheila & Marvin Derheim
Dennis M
CONNIE HAMILTON ]Ag/{ljﬁli?gi%gg, SR. K:;lrﬁossoss Brent & Karla Shay
JONES ! HOWARD STONE
Connie Weiler LEEANNE KNOBLOCH CARLA OBERG Hilma Stone
e Mik
NICHOLAS HANKINS Majorigiacb il Py g’ﬁfne S BETTY TEIGEN
Allen Hankins KEVIN KREBSBACH g S Susan Teigen
i HELE BER
MARJORIE HANSON John & Hepita Webeg Miki\loober = CORALIE TESCH
Bruce & Joyce Meyer BOB LANGE & Vern Tesch
DOROTHY HENRY Donngic Keith BEel G%IZZ ;A\,Lilc\ﬁiEI?en - HAZEL WALTER
Gladys Bernhardt PAUL LAVEAU, SR. 4 Ronald & Donna Walter
Bernh David B. Willi AUDREY PARKS
gtaetv}fir; Kzlrizardt avid B. Williams Erio 888y Fop LIBBY WARK
RITA LEADER Bill & Karen McDonald
Dave & Kerron Route Garv & Amy Well Harry & Jeanne Harsha
Cindy Sellers T Parks Real Estate ART WARNER
Jerry Vanderloos Eg\l}éSDEAN FRANKS BERNIE PERLEBERG Louise Warner
JUDY KAY HENRY ) Bob Perleberg IRVIN WEATHERMON
E Barbara Britt . A~
Gary & Rita Campbell Alicia Pichette
Cliff & Sheila H GLEN PIKE
! clla Hagss K‘?\IREN LSU}?L[iM Carl & Bonnie Wallila JEAN WEATHERMON
orma Schanc g
MELVIN HILL PHIL & BETTY POPE Cal.tl'ne Kautz
Terry & Rena Laughery RON MARKER Alicia Pichette
Ralph & Carolyn Granner
BETTY HOEKSEMA Beverly Harper . Barbara Wennemar
Wayne & Linda D. Hodges CATHERINE MARTIN Bio Skv Portables. LLC LLOYD WEBBER
(Honor & Memorial) Pete & Terry Vandenover {10y Zos F Earl & Katherine Sible
y Outlaw Trucking Y
BRPIAN FSBHN LISA MCJUNKIN MARC PRIEST JIM WILSON
atric rien Donna Beutler B P Donna Keller
FRI_EI‘,D HOSI;‘ES{AD ELI%AEETH MIKKELSON JRP & CORAL REINEMER D%NEAdLEEl\L?NOODLEY
R Ay Judy Brewer Roger & Connie Eissinger oo
CLEVE HULL AMANDA MILLER LESLIE ZEIGLER
ILLA RONNING
Jim & Ruth Hatten Maurice & Susan Kaiser ] Susan K. Anderson
Ardel Ronning
WI[?LIIAMHHU}SIEHKA DOUG MII'_,LER R & ELIZABETH ZIGGY Z‘IEGLER
arlene Huschka Evelyn Miller SANDERSON Stella Ziegler
GENE MILLER Evalena Monaghan

Theresa Leone

If you have made a tribute gift and have

not been listed, please contact us.

. .

A will is the simplest form of a planned gift and it affords
everyone the opportunity to help others and have a living legacy.

Consider naming Special K Ranch in your will for a percentage,
a specific amount, or as the sole benefactor. The blessings you
have received will continue to bless and help others.

" Jeming Yous Jegacy

L, AWayleHelp Ofers S

When updating your will, check with your attorney for the
proper legal forms and wording.
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PLANTS &
PRODUCE SALE

JUNE 15, 2024 U
12:00PM ANNUAL
SPECIAL K RANCH
ol | UNDRAISING
COLUMBUS, MT 59019
Visit specialkranch.org

‘ for more information D I N N E R

AUGUST 16, 2024
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