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Mlssmn Statement:
Providing family-oriented Christian homes, on a working ranch for adults who have developmental disabilities.
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"Marvm Schleldt to Ketlre

GProgram Director Marvin
Schieldt is retiring June 30,
2026 after serving at Special
K Ranch for 13 years. Marvin
came to Special K from
Beartooth Mountain Christian
Ranch, after leading there for 18
years. His previous experience
proved invaluable in assisting
our residents through ranch life
with profound grace.

Marvin successfully oversaw
our six vocational programs, each with its own complex
challenges. Simply put, no one at the ranch arrived earlier,
or left later, daily. His work ethic is exemplary and second
to none. He balanced his sincere care for our residents with
a gifted skillset of Godly wisdom mixed with an ability to
masterfully work with his hands.

We thank God for Marvin, as well as his wife, Alison.

He was the right man at the right time for our ranchers,

and will be greatly missed. At the same time, he leaves
incredibly big shoes to fill. Stay tuned for a future
announcement on his replacement when it becomes official.

Marvin will now redirect his talents into a new business
venture with Alison, called Big Sky Pulse. He also hopes to
drive the Alaska Highway soon, so we plan on passing the
hat and blessing him in this adventure.

“Please join us to celebrate Marvin’s retirement at
Special K Ranch’s Open House,
starting at 11:00 am on Saturday, June 13.

Dr. Jay Forseth
Executive Director




“Remember”. It’s a very
common theme in the
Bible. The word is used

in the NIV over 230 times.
Many of those verses

are our Heavenly Father
reminding us of how He

is remembering His
promises to His people and
how we are to remember
what He has done on our behalf (Isaiah 43:25 “I,
even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for
my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”).

There are also many verses that remind us to
remember that He watches over us and there are
paths He has set forth in our lives for our good.

Exodus 33:13 “If you are pleased with me, teach me
your ways so I may know you and continue to find
favor with you. Remember that this nation is your
people.”

Other verses teach us how we are to remember
each other as we go about life together. Ephesians
1:16 “I have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers.”

At SKR, for over 13 years, I will have lived daily life
with over 60 people. We have sweated together as
we worked and played. We have cheered successes
as well as sorrows. Some days were great struggles
as we sought to make community life here on

the ranch work. But in all of the activities and
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challenges, we tried to keep our focus on how much
we know and depend on our Heavenly Father’s hand
on us and SKR.

Acts 20:35 “In everything I did, I showed you that
by this kind of hard work we must help the weak,
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself
said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

I have been so blessed being part of SKR and I have
much to remember about my time as part of this
family. The many days of singing and encouragement
that have been given me. Constant friendship from
residents and staff. The individual strengths of
each resident as they try to give their best for one
another. The basketball tournaments are a very
special memory as are the dances and working our
way through hail damage, wind damage, floods and
Covid. I think we have had an amazing time together
these last 13 years, and so I leave hoping that
everyone will also remember this about us as well:

1 Thessalonians 1:3 “We remember before our God
and Father your work produced by faith, your labor
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Hebrews 13:7 Remember your leaders, who spoke
the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their
way of life and imitate their faith.

Oh, and remember that I love my job.

Marvin Schieldt
Program Director
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As I write my spring article in mid-January, I look outside and wonder if winter is taking a hiatus
this year. There is lots of wind, but no snow. I am not a fan of winter, but even I know 60 degrees in
January is not the norm. By the time this article goes out, all bets are off on the weather!
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I am continuing with my interview-style article as the residents really enjoy doing it, and they love

seeing the completed newsletter. This time, [ am sitting down with Jeremy and Yura. K aﬂ‘g Lw
Jeremy is 46 years old and has lived here on the Yura is 29 years old and has lived here on the
ranch for 25 years. He is from Billings, MT. ranch for 1 year. He is from Colorado.
Why did you move here? : Why did you move here?

God led my family here, and I wanted to
live on a ranch where it is Christian.

Because I never lived on a ranch before, my
mom and grandma knew this would be a good
fit for me.

What is your favorite part of the
ranch?

Friends and the staff are amazing. My life
here is good.

What is your favorite part of the ranch?
Greenhouse season, because we deliver plants
all over the place and get to dig in the dirt!

What is your least favorite part of
the ranch?
Fire drills, ick! I am just being honest.

What is your least favorite part of
the ranch?
Rules - (laughing out loud)

What is your favorite story you like What is your favorite story you like

to tell? to tell?
Dennis, my old house dad, told me to The water guns during the rafting trip and
come look at a car, and I walked over to the how soaked we got.

dumpster instead. (laughter and hand clappin : : 6
P (g bR What is something you have learned from living on

What is something you have learned from living on the ranch?
the ranch? Safety rules for tools and the tractor.
Learning to do new things and be more independent. No can’t

. . -
o sititude with mel g smile) What is your favorite pastime?

Spending time with my housemates and doing activities
What is your favorite pastime? together.

TV with the guys or my music!! I love music!! . iy .
S Y What is your favorite job in the vocational program?

What is your favorite job in the vocational program? FARMING (exuberantly shouts!)

Belt buckles. h A

What is something you want everyone to know
What is something you want everyone to know about SKR?
about SKR? Christian place and family are important; it is a good place
This is a good place to live; everyone is so nice. If you have to be and helps me live a good life.

never been here, you should come help out!

These two guys have the best attitudes all of the time. I enjoyed our interview time; it is always fun to hear the residents’
perspectives and stories. Have I ever told you that you cannot have a bad day here at Special K? It nﬂ is impossible to
have one. Like Jeremy said, “Come check us out.” 3

My favorite time on the ranch is right around the corner (greenhouse season) and is the best time to see everything and
everyone in action. :

lathy Lee
2sidential Director

Rom

Gorthe qifts and the calling gf Yod are dveevocable .
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The people honored and memorialized on these pages are part of the ongoing ministry of Special K Ranch. |
A special thank you to those listed for making these gifts. |

IN HONOR OF:

ANGELA BEADLE
Helen Eastwood

BRET BEAVANS
Barbro Garland

BRYAN FORTIN
Julie & Jan Clark

CINDI GORDON

Beatrice Stevens

DALLAS EIDE
Mark Mattheis
Doug & Kim McRae

DAVID TEELING
Dr. Donald & Carol Roberts

DEB HADLOCK
Emily Burns

EDWARD & JOANNE MAY
Daniel May

JANETTE NASH
Robert & Sherrie Willems

LEE GAGNON
Bill & Brenda Harmon

MIKE OBERG
Judy Smith
PATRICIA HOLMAN
Sandra Anderson

ROBIN WILLEMS
Greg & Cindy Brazell

STEPHANIE LALIM
Beverly Thompson
Randy & Joy Lalim

STEVE KRAUSS
Helen Stoddard

SUE MCBURNEY &
SKR STAFF
Helen McBurney Wilke

THE BENNETT FAMILY
Tom & Martha Bennett

TOM HOHN
Ray Copeland

VERA & BOB ULSCHAK
Bill & Karen McDonald

ALIEDA STONE &
TOM HELM
Myrna Stone

IN MEMORY OF:

ALBIE GORDON
Mrs. Bette Wolff

ALEX KLEE
Jack & Vivian Klee
Ty Bell

ALICE (BETTE) SCHREINER
Sheri Loughney

ALICE GETSINGER
Emily Burns

ALVIN KOBER
David & Brenda Hatten

ANNE ALESANDRINI
Rob & Lori Jay

AVERILL & VERNON
KELLER
Terlene Keller

BARBARA SHENKEL
Loyann Kimmery

BERNIE PERLEBERG
Bob Perleberg

BETTY HOLZWARTH

Patricia Shearer

BILL ANDERSON
Donna Keller

BOB KELLER
Donna Keller

BOB SOLIE
Gary & Ingrid Jagodzinski
Mary Rivers

BONNIE JARES
Sheri Loughney

BRIAN HOHN
Patrick O’Brien

BRIAN MARKUSON
Gary & Carol Daniel

CARL GAUB
Eva Monaghan

CARLA OBERG
Mike Oberg
Gerard & Bonnie Huck

CHARLES ‘CHUCK’
MORELLI
Reedus Haraway

CHARELS MONAGHAN
Eva Monaghan

CHERYL ROGERS
Cathie Kautz

CHRISDEAN FRANKS LOVE
Barbara Britt

CLYDE & HELEN OBERG
Gerard & Bonnie Huck

CRAIG WALEN
John & Louise Winter

DALE STAHLECKER
Winston Stahlecker

DARLENE DOROTHY LEE
Ronald & Donna Walter

DEAN FRANK
Charles & Audrey Reed

DELBERT GOEHNER
Darin & Dawn Goehner

DICK FRANKS
Judy Franks
Barbara Britt

DON GOEHNER
Darin & Dawn Goehner

DON JONES
Norma Kappel

DONALD GROSCOP
William & Linda Strauch

EDWARD LELAND
Barbara Prestrud

EDYTH TEETERS
Barbara Britt

ELAINE AMESTAY
Rita Wichman

ELVA GORDON
Mrs. Bette Wolff

EVA GAUB
Eva Monaghan

FLOYD GETSINGER
Emily Burns

FRANK HANES
Ervin & Peggy Wood

FRED FEUERBACHER III

Liz Feuerbacher

GARY BORLAND
Clara Borland

GARY HINES
Dolores Erickson

GENE EDGAR
Renae Uffelman

GERALD KIRCH
Bob & Kathy Kirch

GREGORY KELLER
Terlene Keller

HAL HAEFER
Laura Haefer

HANK GREMMER
Barbara Britt
David Gauslow

HARRY CUFF
Judy Cuff

HEIDI ANDERSON
Dale Anderson

ILA RONNING
Ardel Ronning

JAKE FRANKS
Barbara Britt

JAMES CLIFTON HOSKIN
Alan & Debra Rennich
Josh Webber
Roger & Kathleen Webber
Jerry Vanderloos
Wally & Rett Papez
Wes & Tara Schwend
Charles & Suzette Roush
Jim & Linda Peters
Mary Kroll
Richard & Annette Anderson
Linda Fox
Lori Peters

David & Karen Kelsey

JEANNETTE OSTRUM
Keith Holley
Stephen & Kim Kynast

JERRY ‘BUTCH’ KENYON s
Dan & Vicki Kenyon 7

JERRY FRANKS :
Judy Franks . ‘

Barbara Britt AT

JIM & PEGGE BAYS #-
John & Vanessa Bays t

JIM & HILDA HUCK
Gerard & Bonnie Huck %
Clayton & Kathy Huck

JIM HELGESON
Michael Helgeson
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JIM HORTON Pat & Bob Thuesen PAMELA ANNETTE SHIRLEE QUINN
Charlotte Horton Donna Menzies STOCKER Kathleen Ralph
]OHN F MOHR Janel Brunckhorst LCS StOCker SHIRLEY HURRY i
Tesome Mishr fs ot Relen PAMELA POWERS Norma Schanck |
Jim & Paula Mandeville Dean & Betty Pauseaugh
JOHN R. LYNN Byron & Carol Swanby SKIP KING
James & Katherine Fuglevand Rebett 22 Sisan Laaverton. PAT OBERG Doug & Kim McRae
JOHN S. BOYLE omEh e Gerard & Bonnie Huck Kenneth & Colleen Ekle
Barbara Boyle Leland & Valeria Fischer PETER SULLIVAN STANLEY GORDON
JOHNNY CRAIG GIBLER Robert & ]yl Stor}’ Patricia Shearer Mrs. Bette WOIH:
William & Amy Brown BD‘BV f‘éﬁfg’;rMCD ajizld RAY KRAMER STEVEN BAKKER
]OY GOEHNER Kenneth & Ca_rol Oster Ed & ROXIC Kfaft Helen Bakker
Robert & Jyl Story e Ralph & Bev Amen SUZIE BERGSTEDT
Bill & Karen McDonald Dlves Sivxon ROB DUNDAS Donna & Keith Nelson
Kenneth & Colleen Ekle S Gary & Carol Daniel TIM OBERG
Leland 8¢ Valetia Fischer LS B ERDER ROBERT ‘BOB’ KAPPEL Gerard 8 Bonnie Huck
A.J. & Carol Fleharty Earl & Katherine Sibley P Kol
Bt o TR AN 88y Bapp TOM HINTHRONE
: BVl Earner ROBERT & PHYLLIS Patricia Holman
"y Rob i’ &S P i N Darlcac Siedidd WILLEMS Sandra Anderson
ober usan Leaverto
Jim & Paula Mandeville ! LEddS/'I?RY GAAB Bob & Becky Muller VERLIN KOENIG
Janel Brunckhorst 18 ROCK CHARLTON Diana Koenig
JUANITA FRANKS Méf_uz RSESILER Larry O'Dell VICKIE FRY
Barbara Britt e ROD BIORN Michael & Judy Weath
y Weatherton
- JUDY HADLOCK M?/[I:,fiNi I[\])a?IIC\IYA([;—I-OGSIS_I Dan & Vicki Kenyon WALT TEETERS
Emily B i
mily Burns Tom & Christine Lowell RIéEENLSCIillREINER Babara Britt
JUNE ANDERSON Katindill £ Absil Bonham eri Loughney WAYNE EISENMAN
Donna Keller Carl & Linda Tedlund RUTH SCHATZ Bev & Ralph Amen
LARRY GOEHNER Mary Kamerzel Don & Alice Kolstad Joseph & Lois Howlett
Kathleen Ralph James & Loretta Diede SANDY JOHNSON Kent Burgess
Beverly Harper Don & Alice Kolstad Loyann Kimmery Rudolph & Cheryl Meinhardt
Rudolph & Cheryl Meinhardt Brenda & David Hatten SCOTT JEFFERS WILLIAM BAKKER
Allan & Pat Karell MYRLE FRANKS Ron & Tessie Krodel Helen Bakker g
A.J. & Carol Fleharty o e on SCTESIEUN 7
Kathrvn La ELHDEIREL toarii: Dale & Cindy Berg WILLIAM HUSCHKA
il NICHOLAS HANKINS Scott & Shirley Vandall Darlen Huschka
Loren & Nancy Sasser - . :
Ty e Mike & Lois Hankins SHANNON JO ZIGGY ZIEGLER
Sue & Scott McBurney NORINE BRITTINGHAM JACOBSON-KALAFAT Stella Ziegler
! Bruce & Sue Nathan Sherrie Ringstad Rob & Lori Rosselot ’
-“ Bernard Bauer OLEAFA KIRCH SHARI DELP GARDNER  f 4ou have mde a tribute gift and
1 Darrell & Sally Ehrlick Bk, 8 Kathy, Kifeh Jack & Donna Delp have not been (isted. please contact u.
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A will is the simplest form of a planned gift

A huge %ﬂé %l/ to the companies who

provide the ranch with goods and service donations.

and it affords everyone the opportunity to
help others and have a living legacy.

Consider naming Special K Ranch in your
will for a percentage, a specific amount, or
as the sole benefactor. The blessings you
have received will continue to bless and
help others.

COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS

Where Problems Meet Solutions

Call for all your
cleaning needs.

Your Trusted excavating
contractor for all
your residential and
commercial needs.

‘When updating your will, check with
your attorney for the proper legal forms
and wording.




On August 21, we will host the 40th Anniversary Fundraising Dinner of Special K
Ranch. Amazing! Words cannot capture how excited we are to celebrate this milestone
with you, our generous donors. After all, you have been the cornerstone of our success
since the ranch was founded.

In addition to hyping our 40th

Anniversary Celebration, I would

like to report on the impact of last

Py A | year’s fundraiser. As you may recall,

e 9 2m om we raised funds for the Propane

St—wm A(MI(MV/I Distribution System, with its massive
18,000-gallon propane tank dubbed the “Beluga Whale” by our residents. We are thrilled
that the system is now installed and fully operational. It is supplying fuel to the Greenhouse Complex, Recreation
Center, Champions Building, and the Scott Building, which are our largest consumers of propane. Thanks to all

for making this project happen, which is saving the ranch roughly $25,000 per year in propane costs.

Regardlng our 40th, I wanted to hear what the event was like in
the “old days,” so I decided to catch up with Dallas “The Sheriff’
Eide, since he has attended every single SKR fundraising dinner. I
asked Dallas, “Where were the first dinners held?” He thought for
a few moments and replied, “They were at that one hotel . . . oh, I
remember! They were at the Northern! There were people, but it
wasn’t huge like it is now; that sure changed. And back then there
weren't any awards for Rancher of the Year or Most Improved
Rancher”

Then I asked, “How has the ranch changed over the years?” “Oh, it’s been so amazing,” he answered. “Everything
has grown so much since it was started, and it’s been good changes. There are more people, more things to do,
and we have more things to help us do what we need to do,” he said.

Indeed, much has changed since Dallas came to the ranch during its first year, but our mission will always remain
the same. Please join us to celebrate with Dallas and the entire Special K Ranch Family at 5:00 p.m. on August 21,
2026, at the Billings Hotel and Convention Center. See you there!

Steven Aadland
Development Director

: AANNS } MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OUR
%’pen House @ i0TH GANNIVERSARY _
Plant & i].  FUNDRAISING %[
Produce Sale [} [0 FrE

June 13, 2026 % AUGUST;21 2026 @ 500 PM~—
‘ d  BILLINGS HOTEL AND

CONVENTION CENTER




RANCHERS
— OF THE —

MONTH

These ranchers displayed exceptional behaviors
and work ethics recognized by peers and staff and
deserve special recognition.

OCTOBER

Jetenny
He is the most caring,

loving and hard working
man you will ever meet.

NOVEMBER

Asick

She is such a good
hearted woman with the
best work ethic.

JANUARY

Kaycee and Dablas

Kaycee and Dallas tied this month and we

all can see why. They are both amazing
people. CONGRATS to both of you.

FEBRUARY

Zachaty

He is always there to help
whenever you need it.

Ways to Help and Save on Taxes

MONTANA INCOME TAX CREDIT FOR
ENDOWED PHILANTHROPY

Important Update! The Montana Legislature has increased
the maximum credit to $15,000 ($30,000 for couples
filing jointly) for Montana taxpayers. Planned gifts, such
as charitable gift annuities, qualify for this credit, which is
worth 40% of the charitable gift amount. For businesses
making an outright gift to a qualifying endowment, the
maximum credit has increased to $15,000. This popular and
tax-wise way to give to the SKR Foundation Endowment
supports our residents permanently.

HAVE AN IRA?

Individuals who are 70% or older can transfer up to
$111,000 from an IRA, directly to a qualifying charity,
without recognizing the assets transferred as income. This
tax-wise way of giving counts toward meeting the required
minimum distribution (RMD) from IRAs. Distributions
must be made from the IRA custodian directly to the ranch.

SKR FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT

The endowment is the best long-term way to support
our residents. This pool of invested funds distributes five
percent of its fair market value, annually, to the ranch for
general operating and other expenses.

APPRECIATED STOCK

Giving appreciated securities yields powerful tax benefits.
Generally, the full fair market value can be deducted, and
capital gains taxes can be avoided.

BEQUEST

Including the ranch in your will is a great way to help our
residents and leave a legacy. Consider naming Special K
Ranch for a percentage, a specific amount, or as the sole
benefactor of your estate. Bequests can vastly improve
estate tax situations.

GIFTS INMEMORY OR HONOR OF

Pay tribute to a loved one by supporting the ranch in this
special way. A listing of the tribute gift is included in our
newsletters.

HOW WILL MY GIFT BE USED?

Gifts can be designated for the Operating Fund, SKR
Foundation Endowment, or special projects. If you have
questions or would like to support a specific project,

please contact Development Director Steven Aadland at
(406) 550-2224 or steve@specialkranch.org.
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