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Mission Statement:
Providing family-oriented Christian homes, on a working ranch for adults who have developmental disabilities.
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“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

Occasionally, Special K Ranch has an opening for a new resident. This occurred when Billie
Jean Nelson had to move to a nursing home this past year. Billie lived at the ranch for 11 years
until her failing health required more care than we could provide. Concerned about her health,
the Screening Committee made a very tough call asking Billie’s family to start planning for her
to move into a facility designed for this stage of her life.

The Screening Committee does a thorough job of choosing a possible candidate for an opening.
The choice is not who has been on the waiting list the longest, but rather, who is the best
candidate that will fit in the house where the opening is. They look at personalities, disabilities,
and past lifestyles of both the residents in the house and the possible candidates. Once a decision
is made, a six-week trial period is offered to the candidate and their family.

We really try to set the stage for success during their six-week trial period. This trial period can be filled with excitement,
fear, and loneliness without their family. One very important way that we help them through this period is to assign them
a big sister or brother. It is very comforting to all as we watch this relationship develop into a much-needed friendship.
On this particular occasion one of our long-time residents, Kiele, decided that she would become new resident Kaycee’s
big sister. Kiele has been a resident at Special K for 25 years, and she told me she remembers all the emotions that
accompanied the six-week trial period. I am very proud of Kiele as I watch the two of them
truly become sisters. I have seen both of them blossom as their relationship has developed into
a true loving friendship. Thank you, Jesus! /A

True, humble, joyful, and perseverant love is not born out of raw duty,
but out of worshipful gratitude.

“We love because he first loved us.” New Morning Mercies

“Pressing On”
Mike and the Gang at Special K Ranch!
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Please visit our website at www.specialkranch.org and find us on Facebook for news, activities and pictures. (406) 322-5520
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Sometimes I have to simply step
back and enjoy the wonder of all
that happens on this ranch and
tully admit how amazing are the
blessings of God on those who
pursue following his lead. For
instance, we had a much better
. Tomato World season this year than
%w{h @%M we have for the last few years. It
doesn’t make sense, as we began
with Levi (House Dad, VA) starting the plants from seed
and getting the young plants located in the greenhouses
that serve as our Tomato World home. Levi then trained
and passed this area of responsibility to Scott (a new
House Dad, VA) as Levi moved his focus to helping
in the Bedding Plant and Native Seed and Seedling
programs. So, Scott was learning on the fly, doing a
splendid job of taking care of 1,100 tomato plants. Then,
we moved Scott into the livestock area and he trained
and passed the tomato growing on to Sam (another new
House Dad, VA). Sam is a quiet, gentle, thoughtful guy
who is interested in learning all about the tomato/produce
area of our vocational programs while still helping around
in some of the other areas. This all happened in the
timeframe of keeping healthy plants, getting the tomatoes
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picked, cleaned, sorted, sold and delivered. Scott and Sam
had to learn about mixing fertilizer, clipping and hanging
plants, pruning limbs and fruit clusters, and watching for
predatory bugs and bacterial killers of the plants. All this
happened while learning about our resident populations
who were also learning about their new house parents
and vocational advisors. There isn't any way that we
should have had a good tomato growing season. It was
filled with all the opportunities that usually harm the
production of tomatoes, rather than making it better. Oh,
and did I mention that we had numerous power outages
from the electric company hooking up a new transformer
substation? All of our watering, heating and cooling
systems work on electricity. It just shouldn’t have worked
to our advantage. . . yet:

“(Hnd we know tiatin all things God werks fov lie
according le his pupose.” Romans 8:28

Sometimes I just have to step back and wonder at it all.

Marvin Schieldt

Program Director
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Using the word unique to describe the last few years is
sugar-coating, but it is also a fitting term in many ways. The
world has experienced vast changes in economic climate,
labor shortages and inflation. Instability in so many parts of
the world is rampant. Through these remarkable times, I've
learned a lot about the supporters of Special K Ranch. No
matter what is happening on our planet, you, as part of our
family of donors, show up big for this ranch, and for that we
are immensely grateful.

During these unique times, I have also been impressed by
the adaptability and resiliency of our residents, staff, and
organization as a whole. It’s equally impressive that our
donors prove, time and time again, that they share these
powerful qualities with the people of the ranch. Thank you

for continuing to understand that
our residents always need your help.

Our mission hasn't changed, and
neither has your generosity. You are
the reason the ranch is successful,

during all times. Thank you for

helping Special K and its residents

thrive!

Wishing you a Blessed and Merry

Christmas,

Steven Aadland

Development Director

We thank our generous sponsors who have supported the 2023 Fundraising
Dinner and Fund Drive with pre-event gifts of $500 or more.

BARONS

Anderson, Hedge,
Wagner, Kienitz,
Zwemke & Assoc.
at Merrill Lynch

Capstone Wealth
Management

The Fangsrud Stone
Group at Morgan
Stanley

First Interstate Bank

Elaine Goehner

James & Marilyn
Kohles

PARTNERS

Cladis Investment
Advisory LLC

Engineering West
Hardy Construction Co.
HGFA Architects

Intermountain
Distributing

Jones Construction

Ballard Petroleum
Holdings, LLC

Berkshire Hathaway

Home Services
Billings Team
Patterson Team

Casey’s Dream
Cheri Chevalier

Allan & Patricia Karell

Karell, Kimmet, &
Beddow PLLP

Lumen FX Inc.
Moulton Bellingham
Stockman Bank
Valley Credit Union

HERDERS

Altana Federal Credit
Union

Mobile-Stor

Doak & Associates
Darrell & Sally Ehrlick
Mark Heide

K.C. & Jennifer Hickok
Tom & Sandy Hines

Ask Insurance

Jim & Stephanie Bailey
Bank of Bridger

Billings Clinic

John & Maryann Bottman

Intermountain Health

Briggs Distributing Missy Jenkins

Carina Lange

Mountain States
Environmental Services

Northwest Pipe Fittings
Greg & Kari Novasio
Larry & Marilyn O’Dell
Rove Valuations

David & Sara Ruff

Montana Silversmiths
Sibanye-Stillwater

Carol Vincent

Willems Family
Robert & Phyllis
Robert Jr. & Sherrie

Wegner Roofing & Solar
Western Security Bank

Yellowstone Valley Parts
& Equipment

Kristi Siroky

Smith Funeral Chapels
Yellowstone Eyecare
Stillwater Billings Clinic
Bob & Pat Thuesen
Weppler Ranch
Wyo-Ben



W’ One of my favorite and exciting changes is the upcoming

switch from Broyles girls to Goehner girls!! @ This
et st B move brings the girls closer to the rest of the homes

and with a much-needed remodel, it will be home in
As Ilook at my calendar, itis hard  no time. Laurie, Ember, Robin, along with Dawn are

to believe that holiday plans are super excited to be moving “uptown” &. The Broyles
- 4 being made and winter is on the House will become a relief home for Tabitha, who is our
horizon. Our holidays start a tad new food coordinator and HA relief.
g@zﬁy\%% early here with our Christmas
party and exchange before Change:
Thanksgiving!! This ensures that most residents can
participate and enjoy the holiday party before heading make (someone or something) different; alter or modify.
oI replace (something) with something else, especially
The last six months have once again brought many something of the same kind that is newer or better;
changes to the ranch: substitute one thing for (another).
We welcomed Sam and Julie with their son, Jon, to 'The ranch is a constant change in motion, which as I
the Stumvoll house, and Dennis and Cathy with their have said before, keeps us on our toes! Ever evolving and
daughter, Charlie, to Craig House. working towards the best we can bel!
We also said goodbye to Bill and Sue from the Agape Tuke care and Merry Christmas!
House after an eight-year run; they will be greatly
missed! We welcomed Jilee and George Kruse in mid- Kathy Lee (
November to fill that spot at Agape House. Residential Director :

Change is good, right?

2 Corinthians 5:17
N “Ghevefore, if anyone is in GChuist; the new creation has come: e old has gone, the new is here!”

Have an IRA? Montana Income Tax Credit for

Individuals who are 70%2 or older can transfer up to $100,000 from an Endowed Philanthropy
IRA, directly to a qualifying charity, without recognizing the assets
transferred as income. This tax-wise way of giving counts toward meeting
the required minimum distribution (RMD) from IR As. Distributions
must be made from the IRA custodian directly to the ranch.

Montana taxpayers are eligible for a tax credit
of up to $10,000 ($20,000 per couple). Planned
gifts, such as charitable gift annuities, qualify for
this credit, which is worth 40% of the charitable
Appreciated stock gift amount. In many cases, a $10,000 charitable
gift annuity can be created for about $3,500 out-

Giving appreciated securities yields powerful tax benefits. Generally, the full fair of-pocket, after tax savings.

market value can be deducted, and capital gains taxes can be avoided.
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These ranchers displayed exceptional behaviors and work ethics recognized by peers and staff and deserve special recognition.
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OCTOBER RANCHER CF THE YEAR

ket By Slephy

MOST IMPROVED RANCHER - Kackel

SKR Foundation Endowment How will my gift be used?
'The endowment is the best long-term way to Gifts can be designated for the Operating Fund, SKR
support our residents. This pool of invested Foundation Endowment, or special projects. If you have

questions or would like to support a specific project,
please contact Development Director Steven Aadland at
(406) 550-2224 or steve@specialkranch.org.

tunds distributes five percent of its fair market
value, annually, to the ranch for general
operating and other expenses.
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The people honored and memorialized on these pages are part of the ongoing ministry of Special K Ranch.
A special thank you to those listed for making these gifts.

IN HONOR OF:

CATHY AEXEL
Mark H. Larson

BRET BEAVANS
Charles & Katherine Safris

DALLAS EIDE
Mark Mattheis

RUTH & SEAN ERICKSON
Mylo & Kay Sather

DEB HADLOCK
Emily Burns

TOM HOHN
Ray & Kathy Copeland

STEPHANIE LALIM

Roustabout Service & Insulating Co.

JOHN LOCKIE
Jim & Hazel Parker

ROBIN WILLEMS
Greg & Cindy Brazell

IN MEMORY OF:

ARLENE M. ADAMS
Carol Sands

JOHN AEXEL
Mark H. Larson

STEVEN BAKKER
Helen Bakker

WILLIAM BAKKER
Helen Bakker

RICHARD LEROY BENCE
John Haberlock

JACK BENNER
Sheila & Marvin Derheim
Stan & Judy Eisenman
Norma Kappel
Rudolph & Cheryl Meinhardt
Doug & Carol Rice
Betty Simons

KENNY BENNER
Sheila & Marvin Derheim
Stan & Judy Eisenman
Brenda & David Hatten

Bonnie Owen

DON BERRY
Gerald & Geraldine Miller

MICHELLE GOODMAN BOWERS
Sue & Scott McBurney
Carol Sands

SUZIE BRANNON
Anthony & Virginia Typanski

JACK BUDGE
Norma Kappel

KENDRA BRUGET
Dave Bruget

DIANE CARSON
Donna & Keith Nelson

BILL DOVE
William & Rosemary Caton

CURTIS DURFEY
Lloyd & Joanne Lorash

BETTY & GLENN EASTLICK
William & Linda Strauch

WAYNE EVANS
Beverly Harper

FRANK FORTIN
Jack & Arlene Oakes

VICTOR FRANK
Mike Oberg
Craig & Liane Wright

ALICE GETSINGER
Emily Burns

FLOYD GETSINGER
Emily Burns

SANDY GILLITZER
Eric Gillitzer
Nick Gillitzer
Roman Gillitzer

Ronda Thompson
ART GOUDET

Barbara Wennemar

GARY HADLOCK
Mark & Margaret Heaphy
AmyLyn Kellogg
Warren & Evelyn Norton
James Stevenson
Charles Todd
John & Karen Tyra

JUDY HADLOCK
Emily Burns

MARIE HALVORSON
Carl & Bonnie Wallila

CLEVE HULL
Dan & Vicki Kenyon

DONA JEAN JUHL
Cathie Kautz

MELANIE MAYES KANUIT

Maurice & Susan Kaiser

ROBERT ‘BOB’ KAPPEL
Brenda Frank

RONALD KEENER
Kerrie Koski & Deb BaRone
Jan Hunter Gibson
Jerry & Anne Heiser
Sharon Heiser
Sharon & Dave Herman
Carol Sands
Terrie & Harry Smith

PAUL LAVEAU, SR.
Dan & Stephanie Patterson

DOROTHY LONG
Earl & Kathleen Linger

CHRISDEAN FRANKS LOVE
Bernadine Harris
Carl & Bonnie Wallila
Ronald & Donna Walter

AMANDA MILLER
Ron & Becky Slayton

GENE MILLER
Carl & Gloria Fox
Ed & Roxie Kraft
Tom & Pam Robertus

JODY NUNLEY
Norma Schanck

CARLA OBERG
Mike Oberg
Craig & Liane Wright

HELEN OBERG
Mike Oberg

LORNA ALICE PAULSON
Russell Hall



LYN (BUTCH) PETERSON CHARLES WARK Catherine Marchand

Donna & Keith Nelson Bonnie Owen Sue & Scott McBurney
Kimberly Popp
ALICE PREVOST LIBBY WARK Tim & Rhona Webb
Donna & Keith Nelson Stan & Judy Eisenman TReriberm Wenmemmes:
Rudolph & Cheryl Meinhardt Adlesre Wl
: ppler
SHARC,),N SNOW Bonnie Owen Charles & Alice Wright
Ed Viig
LINDA WILSON ZIGGY ZIEGLER
BOB SOLIE. Bob Buyan & Lynn Williamson Clexirste Wil
Jerry & Junice D Bryson
LESLIE ZEIGLER BERTHA ZUMBRUN
PAULINA STEINMETZ Greg & Kim Bailey sl e
Norma Kappel Fred & Brenda Chouinard
SKIP STOUT Nicki Chouinard EARL ZUMBRUN
, Jon & Sue Drew Brenda Meyer
Cathie Kautz
OB CAROL ZUNDEL
DOROTHY & JOHN STRAUCH Heidi Harsha e T
William & Linda Strauch Terlene Keller R
Kathryn Laveau
FRED STROPPEL Sarah Lewis
Pat & Bob Thuesen Jim & Paula Mandeville

If you have made a tribute gift and have not been listed, please contact us.

A will is the simplest form of a planned gift and it affords everyone the opportunity to help others and have a living legacy.

Consider naming Special K Ranch in your will for a percentage, a specific amount, or as the sole benefactor. The blessings
you have received will continue to bless and help others.

When updating your will, check with your attorney for the proper legal forms and wording.




It is hard to believe I have been at the ranch for over a year now. The time has flown by. 1
remember when I made my first trip out to the ranch not really knowing what I'd see or experience.
Well after my first year, I can tell you it is one of the best places I have ever been. Ilove the
residents (family) and I love the way ALL the staff (family) treat the residents. This is truly the

most rewarding job in which I could ask to be involved.

Reminiscing is all about happy recollections and thinking back to photos during my time at the
ranch. Please enjoy them.
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